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tempt plea against an 88-year-old

Chennai-resident, N Shanmu-

gham, who allegedly threatened

and cursed the senior advocate

for taking up the case on behalf of

Muslim parties. The court will

hear the petition after two weeks.

Shanmugham’s son, S Guru-

nathan, said that his father is

unwell and was not available to

make any comments. “As my

father is 88, he is not well. He can-

not speak to anybody,” Gurunat-

han said while refusing to make

any comments on the notice

issued to his father.

HT Correspondent 
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  On the 18th day of the

hearing in the Ram Janambhoo-

mi-Babri Masjid land title case,

the Muslim parties told the

Supreme Court on Tuesday that

Muslims were not allowed to offer

prayers except on Fridays at the

disputed site in Ayodhya after

1934. 

Senior advocate Rajeev Dha-

van, who appeared for the Mus-

lim parties, rebutted arguments

of the Hindus side that Muslims

never offered prayers at the Babri

Masjid. “Hindus say they [Mus-

lims] did not pray there. It is

because you did not let them

pray,” Dhavan said. He rejected

the other side’s argument that

Muslim’s claim to the title was

barred by limitation.

Dhavan made the submissions

before a five-judge bench led by

Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi hear-

ing an appeal against the Septem-

ber 30, 2010, verdict of the Allaha-

bad high court that ordered a

three-way division of the dis-

puted site spread over 2.77 acres.

The bench also comprises Justi-

ces S A Bobde, D Y Chandrachud,

Ashok Bhushan and SA Nazeer.

Dhavan’s assertion prompted

Justice Bobde to ask: “As a matter

of fact, was there any action taken

by any Muslim who went there

and was not allowed to pray.” 

Dhavan said Muslims prayed

in the inner courtyard of the

mosque on Fridays. He added

though the keys of the mosque

were with the Muslims, police

would allow it to be opened only

on Friday when it was cleaned

and prayers were offered.

He said the idols of Hindu dei-

ties were placed inside the central

dome of the structure on the

intervening night of December 22

and 23, 1949. Dhavan added the

sequence of events established it

was a “planned and surreptitious

attack.” He contested the Hindu

side’s version that the idols

appeared at the place “swayamb-

hoo [on their own]”.

“If the court accepts the sway-

ambhoo argument, the Muslims

get nothing,” he argued. 

Justice Chandrachud recalled

the argument offered by the coun-

sel for Ram Lalla being a juridical

person (legal identity) and asked

Dhavan: “When a place assumes

the character of a juridical person

by virtue of birth of a deity or

marriage of a deity, then would

not the areas abutting the spot

where the garlands were

exchanged also become part of

it?” “That is assuming Muslims

were not praying there,” the sen-

ior counsel replied. 

Earlier in the day, the court

issued a notice on Dhavan’s con-

Restrictions on prayers by 
Muslims since ’34, SC told 
AYODHYA LAND DISPUTE SC sends notice 
to professor for allegedly threatening Waqf 
board lawyer, to hear case after 2 weeks

Pawan Dixit
n Pawan.dixit@htlive.com

LUCKNOW : Iqbal Ansari, one 

of the petitioners in the Ram 

Janmabhoomi–Babri Mas-

jid title suit currently being 

heard in the Supreme Court, 

was allegedly attacked by 

international shooter Var-

tika Singh at his residence in 

Ayodhya on Tuesday, police 

said.

According to the  police,

Singh accused Ansari of 

being a hindrance in the 

construction of the Ram 

temple in Ayodhya, asked 

him to withdraw his petition 

from the Supreme Court and

then attacked him.

However, before the situ-

ation could take an ugly 

turn, Ansari’s security 

guards intervened and pre-

vented the shooter from 

causing any injury to him.

On the basis of an alert 

from Ansari’s family mem-

bers, policemen  from the 

Ram Janmabhoomi police 

station reached the spot and 

took Singh and another per-

son who was accompanying 

her into custody.

“Vartika Singh has been

detained. We are investigat-

ing the case,” said Vijay Pal 

Singh, superintendent of 

police, Ayodhya. 

Meanwhile, Singh has 

accused Ansari of misbe-

having with her when they 

were discussing the Ram 

temple issue and said “this 

led to the incident.” 

Police said Singh, along

with her companion , 

reached Ansari’s residence 

on Tuesday. 

“While discussing the 

Ram temple issue, she 

accused me of being an 

obstacle and asked  me to 

withdraw my petition from 

the court (Supreme Court),” 

Ansari said  over phone. “All

of sudden she got agitated 

and started hitting me. My 

security men intervened.”

ONE DETAINED IN UP AFTER 

LITIGANT ALLEGES ATTACK

HT Correspondent 
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  The Supreme Court on

Tuesday granted four more

months to Punjab, Haryana and

the Centre to resolve differences

on the Sutlej-Yamuna Link

Canal, saying it was willing to

wait for an amicable settlement to

the dispute to be worked out.

A fresh time frame was fixed

by a bench led by justice Arun

Mishra after attorney general KK

Venugopal asked for three more

months to discuss and settle the

vexed dispute. The bench gave

four months for the talks after the

Haryana government counsel

said the court must fix a time

frame for concluding the discus-

sions.The  counsel said the talks

cannot go on indefinitely.

The Punjab government has

demanded a negotiated settle-

ment between the two states with

the help of the Centre. The two

states are at loggerheads over a

controversial 1981 water-sharing

agreement. Haryana state was

carved out of Punjab in 1966.

The agreement proposed the

construction of the SYL canal for

effective allocation of water,with

each state required to fund the

portion falling in its  territory.

While Haryana completed its por-

tion of the SYL canal, Punjab,

after the initial phase, stopped

work on it. This led to multiple

cases reaching the top court. 

In 2004, the Congress govern-

ment in Punjab came out with the

Punjab Termination of Agree-

ment Act to annul the 1981 agree-

ment and all other pacts relating

to sharing waters of the Ravi and

Beas rivers. This was two years

after the top court decreed Hary-

ana’s suit and ordered Punjab to

fulfil its commitments on water

sharing. 

In 2004, the Supreme Court

rejected Punjab’s original suit

and asked the Centre to take over

the remaining infrastructure

work on the canal.

SC grants 4 more 
months to Centre, 
Punjab, Haryana 
on SYL issue

reprieve to Chidambaram after

his legal team assured the bench

that they will not press the bail

application before the trial court

on Tuesday, later in the day. Sen-

ior advocates Kapil Sibal and

Abhishek Manu Singhivi said

they will wait until September 5.

On September 5, the Supreme

Court will pronounce its verdict

on Chidambaram’s petition seek-

ing anticipatory bail in the

Enforcement Directorate (ED)

case of money laundering against

the senior Congress politician

and Rajya Sabha member, and

also take up his petition challeng-

ing the CBI’s action against him.

The CBI  filed an affidavit in the

court opposing Chidambaram’s

petition challenging the remand

order by a trial court judge in the

HT Correspondents
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  Former Union minister

P Chidambaram will continue to

be in Central Bureau of Investiga-

tion (CBI) custody until Thurs-

day, September 5, after the

Supreme Court on Tuesday

extended the partial reprieve pro-

tecting him from being sent to

Tihar jail. 

The CBI custody would help

keep 73-year-old Chidambaram

out of Tihar jail despite solicitor

general Tushar Mehta telling the

court that the investigating

agency had no more questions to

ask the former finance minister

in the INX Media case.

“We don’t want custody any-

more… Let the law take its own

course,” Mehta told a two-judge

bench led by justice R Banumathi

on Chidambaram’s petition

against a lower court order

remanding him to CBI custody

for interrogation. “Just because

one man doesn’t want to be placed

in judicial custody, why should

this court pass any order,” Mehta

said, arguing that the Supreme

Court should not regulate what

should happen in a trial court.

The bench extended the

INX Media corruption case, say-

ing it would set a “bad precedent”

as the Congress leader’s move

was not in line with the remedy

available to him under proce-

dures. CBI said Chidambaram

should have procedurally applied

to the Delhi high court but,

instead, chose to come directly to

the top court for relief. In matters

of bail and anticipatory bail, the

high court is the final arbiter and

the top court intervenes if only

extraordinary and special rea-

sons are shown.

CBI said Chidambaram’s per-

sonal liberty was not more impor-

tant than that of ordinary citizens

as it questioned the step taken by

the former minister in selecting

the judicial platform. CBI said if

the top court agrees to hear his

petition, other common citizens

too would be entitled to similar

relief.

Outside the court room, on

being asked if he had anything to

say about his custody, Chidam-

baram hit out at the National

Democratic Alliance government

over the slump in Gross Domestic

Product growth, which slowed to

5%in the April-June quarter and

said, “5%. What is 5%? Do you

remember 5%?”

Chidambaram to be in CBI 
custody till September 5

n P Chidambaram.                        PTI

HT Correspondent
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  A Delhi court on Tues-

day sent Ratul Puri, nephew of

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister

Kamal Nath, to Tihar jail for 14

days in the Enforcement Direct-

orate’s money laundering case

related to a bank loan fraud.

Special judge Sanjay Garg sent

Puri to judicial custody after the

probe agency said he is not

required for further custodial

interrogation. ED arrested Puri

on August 19 in relation to a ₹354

crore bank fraud case linked to

his now-defunct company Moser

Baer.

A Moser Baer official said the

company “will support the agen-

cies in true spirit in accordance to

governance principles that were

pillar to its success story.”

Meanwhile, another trial

court hearing a separate money

laundering case related to the

aborted AgustaWestland VVIP

chopper deal directed Tihar jail

authorities to produce Puri

before it on Wednesday when spe-

cial judge Arvind Kumar is likely

to decide on Puri’s application

seeking to surrender in the chop-

per scam.

When Puri offered to surren-

der in the AgustaWestland case

last month, ED said this wasn’t

possible as he was already in their

custody in another case.

The latest money laundering

case, in which Puri has been sent

to judicial custody, emerged from

a Central Bureau of Investigation

FIR, registered on August 17, in

which Puri, his father Deepak

Puri, mother Nita (Kamal Nath’s

sister) and others have been

named as accused for cheating

the Central Bank of India.

Puri’s company Hindustan

Power Projects Power Ltd had

earlier denied his role in Agusta-

Westland VVIP Chopper scam.

The case pertains to alleged

irregularities in the purchase of

12 VVIP choppers from Italy-

based Finmeccanica’s British

subsidiary, AgustaWestland. The

₹3,600-crore deal was scrapped in

2014 over alleged breach of con-

tractual obligations and charges

of payment of kickbacks for

securing the deal.

Kamal Nath’s nephew sent to Tihar for 14 days 

PUNJAB HAS DEMANDED 

A NEGOTIATED  

SETTLEMENT BETWEEN 

IT AND HARYANA WITH 

HELP OF THE CENTRE

NEW DELHI :  The Supreme Court on

Tuesday expressed anguish over

the “fight” between the National

Commission for Protection of

Child Rights (NCPCR) and the

West Bengal State Commission

for Protection of Child Rights on

a matter related to alleged traf-

ficking of children from an

orphanage in the state.

“What is this happening? It is

very unfortunate that two statu-

tory bodies are fighting like this.

It is sad that both of you cannot

come to a conclusion for the wel-

fare of these children,” a bench

comprising justices Deepak

Gupta and Aniruddha Bose said.

The court is hearing an appeal

filed by the NCPCR against a Cal-

cutta HC order staying its pro-

ceedings in a case related to

alleged violation of rights of

orphaned children in Bengal. PTI

SC pulls up rights 
panels over child 
trafficking caseHT Correspondent

n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  The Enforcement

Directorate has once again sum-

moned Faisal Patel, son of senior

Congress leader Ahmed Patel, in

connection with its investigation

into a ₹5,000 crore bank fraud and

subsequent money laundering by

Sterling Biotech Ltd (SBL), a com-

pany promoted by the abscond-

ing Sandesara brothers, an offi-

cial familiar with the develop-

ment said .

The official added on condition

of anonymity that Faisal Patel

will be asked to explain his associ-

ation with the Sandesaras on

Monday. A former employee of

the company, Sunil Yadav, told

the anti-money laundering

agency that he once handed over

Rs 5 lakh to Faisal’s driver in a

market in New Delhi on the

instructions of Chetan Sandes-

ara. Faisal Patel was examined at

length last week but there are cer-

tain clarifications still required

from him, said the officer. 

Faisal Patel did not comment

on the developments. 

ED in June attached moveable

and immovable properties worth

₹9,778 crore of SBL, Sandesara

group and promoters Nitin and

Chetan Sandesara under the pro-

visions of PMLA (prevention of

money laundering act).

Earlier in 2018, the agency

attached assets worth ₹4,730

crore of the business group and

its promoters. The case was regis-

tered against them by ED after

the Central Bureau of Investiga-

tion registered a first information

report against them in October

2017 for cheating and bank fraud

to the tune of ₹5,383 crore, officials

said. 

The Sandesaras are allegedly

hiding in Nigeria. 

Sterling case: Patel’s son 
summoned again by ED 
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New Delhi: Less than a year
after she formally joined Con-
gress’s organisational set-up,
party general secretary Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra is likely
to be elevated and given full
charge of Uttar Pradesh, in-
stead of the eastern region
that she was handling tillnow.

A formal order may be is-
sued later in the week but par-
ty insiders said the move was
“not surprising” considering
Priyanka has steadily dee-
pened her engagement with
party affairs in Uttar Pra-
desh, and has been looking af-
ter organisational affairs
spanning the entire state.

The development also
comes at a time when Priyan-
ka’s colleague in UP, Jyotiradi-
tya Scindia, in charge of west
UP, has been appointed chair-
man of the screening commit-
tee for poll-bound Maharash-
tra. Scindia is also at the centre
of a clash with leaders in his
home state Madhya Pradesh,
where he is understood to be
seeking the post of state chief.

Launched in January by
former party chief Rahul
Gandhi as the “earthquake”
that would shake up the grand
old party’s fortunes in India’s
largest state, Priyanka was
tasked with infusing life into
the party’s somnolent and
near defunct party cadre. 

Though she was unable to
fulfil the short-term goal of im-
proving the party’s fortunes in
the Lok Sabha polls — the
worst was the loss of Amethi, a
constituency she had man-
aged for brother Rahul, and the
party’s tally falling to an all-
time low of one Lok Sabha seat
in UP — Congress is relying on
Priyanka to deliver on its long-
term goals; to resurrect the
party ahead of the UP assemb-
ly elections in 2022.

Even as the party pre-
pares for a formal announce-
ment of her elevation, Pri-
yanka held back-to-back
meetings with UP leaders in
Delhi on Tuesday, a precursor
to structural changes in the
state organisational set-up. 

Party sources told TOI Pri-
yanka wants a leaner UP Con-
gress Committee to replace its
oversized predecessor.

Priyanka may get
charge of whole UP

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Relying on a 25-
year-old Supreme Court judg-
ment calling those who de-
molished the Babri Masjid
“miscreants”, Muslim par-
ties on Tuesday argued before
the court that “miscreants”
who demolished the mosque
could not claim ownership
over the 2.77 acre disputed
Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri
Masjid land in Ayodhya.

Appearing before a bench
of CJI Ranjan Gogoi and Jus-
tices S A Bobde, D Y Chandra-
chud, Ashok Bhushan and S
Abdul Nazeer, senior advo-
cate Rajeev Dhavan said “mis-
creants” had also planned and
surreptitiously placed idols
inside the mosque on the
night of December 22, 1949,
and “miscreants” harassed
Muslims to dissuade them
from offering namaz regular-

ly at the mosque since the 1934
communal riots in which the
structure was damaged.

“Can these actions of
‘miscreants’ preventing Mus-
lims from access to the
mosque be taken now as a
ground by the Hindus to
claim ownership through ad-
verse possession?” he asked
while citing the SC’s 1994
judgment in Ismail Faruqui
case, in which it had appoint-
ed the Centre as the receiver
of the disputed land as well as
the surrounding area which
was acquired through a 1993
notification after the Babri
Masjid was demolished.

Athree-judge bench of the
SC had said in 1994, “The mis-
creants who demolished the
mosque had no religion, caste
or creed except the character
of a criminal and the mere in-

cident of birth of such a per-
son in any particular commu-
nity cannot attach the stigma
of his crime to the communi-
ty in which he was born.”

However, in the very next
paragraph of the judgment,
the SC had said, “The mis-
creants who demolished the
mosque are suspected to be
persons professing to prac-
tise the Hindu religion. The
Hindu community must,
therefore, bear the cross on
its chest, for the misdeed of
the miscreants reasonably
suspected to belong to their
religious fold.” Dhavan made
full use of the 25-year-old
judgment to attempt to drive
home the point of Muslim
parties that those responsible
for demolishing the mosque
could not claim ownership
through adverse possession.

Dhavan said there was an
unmistakable conspiracy
hatched by Hindus since
March 1949, which in conniv-
ance with then deputy com-
missioner K K Nair led to
placing of idols of Ram Lalla
inside the mosque under the
main dome. “The idols were
outside the structure on Ram
Chabutra till then and Hin-
dus were worshipping it
there,” he said. 

“It was no spontaneous act
of Hindus to place the idols in-
side the mosque. They did not
let Muslims to pray there and
then said the community did
not offer namaz at the
mosque,” he said.

Dhavan adopted Nirmohi
Akhara’s argument which
questioned maintainability of
Ram Lalla’s suit. Arguments
will continue on Wednesday.

Dhavan Cites
25-Year-Old
Judgment In
Babri Case

‘Miscreants’ can’t have claim: Muslim parties

Arshad Afzaal Khan | TNN

Ayodhya: Iqbal Ansari, a
key litigant from the Muslim
side in the Babri Masjid-Ram
Janmabhoomi dispute, was
allegedly attacked in his
Ayodhya residence on Tues-
day afternoon. Police said
the accused included an “in-
ternational” woman shooter
and her male associate.

Ansari told the police
that a woman approached
his security guard at around
1 pm and introduced herself
as shooter Vartika Singh and
wanted to meet him. She
kicked off her discussion on
triple talaq and Ayodhya and
within minutes grew vio-
lent, the litigant said in his
police complaint. Vartika
and her male associate were
detained by police but later
escorted to Lucknow. Police
are yet to register an FIR.

Talking to TOI, Ansari
said, “The woman asked me
to withdraw the claim on the
title suit and threatened to
shoot me if I didn’t comply.

The woman and her male as-
sociate suddenly lunged at
me. If policemen guarding
me hadn’t intervened, I
would have been grievously
injured. They blamed me for
not allowing the construc-
tion of a Ram mandir. I told
them there are hundreds of
temples in Ayodhya and I was
not opposed to any temple.”

When sparks flew, Ansari’s
guard, constable Mohammad
Tahir, jumped to his rescue.
Talking to TOI, Tahir said,
“The woman suddenly got up
and charged at him. Had there
been a delay on my part, the
woman would have inflicted
injuries on Ansari.”

After Vartika Singh reac-
hed Lucknow, she told TOIon
the phone that she had indeed
attacked Ansari. “When he
told me that Ayodhya will be
turned into Pakistan and a
temple won’t be built, I
slapped him,” she said.

Faizabad SSP Ashish Ti-
wari told TOI, “We are look-
ing into the complaint and
are yet to register an FIR.

Sanjay Sahay | TNN

Ranchi: Child lifting ru-
mours continue to fuel mob
violence in several parts of
the country with three fresh
cases of such barbaric crime
reported from Jharkhand
and Bihar in the last 24 hours.
Among the victims were two
railway engineers who were
thrashed while they were on
their way to inspect a site in
Bihar’s Samastipur district.

Since August 1 this year,
there have been at least 148
cases of mob attacks in the
country where innocent peo-
ple suspected to be child lifters
were targeted. Eight people
have died in these attacks and
at least 135 have sustained seri-
ous injuries. UP is the worst-
hit state with 57 attacks fol-
lowed closely by Madhya Pra-
desh (55) and Jharkhand (17).

In the latest attacks, six
people were thrashed by a
mob in Jogiyatilha village in
Jharkhand’s Koderma dis-
trict on Tuesday while one
person was targeted in anoth-
er village under Jainagar po-
lice station in the same dis-
trict on Monday evening.

Police rescued the six per-
sons at Jogiyatilha village but
the furious mob refused to re-
lent, pulling out three of the
victims from an ambulance
when cops tried to take them
to a hospital. The trio was

thrashed again and the situa-
tion was controlled only after
police lathicharge.

No arrests have been made
in the case so far. Koderma SP
M Tamil Banan said steps are
being taken to identify the
persons involved in the at-
tacks. All the six victims are
in their early 20s. In the sec-
ond attack in Jharkhand, a
trader, Shashibhushan Modi,
was tied up and thrashed by a
mob in Jainagar on Monday. 

In Bihar, two railway engi-
neers travelling in a car to in-
spect a site of a proposed rail-
way track were held hostage
and thrashed by a mob near
Munnichak-Sarsauna village
in Samastipur district. 

Child lifting rumours:
9 thrashed in 3 attacks

Dipak.Dash@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The government is consider-
ing scrapping the provision of jail term in
the archaic Essential Commodities Act and
replacing it with stringent fines and penal-
ties that commensurate with the type of of-
fence committed by traders and companies
dealing with agriculture produce. 

Consumer affairs minister Ram Vilas
Psawn said on Tuesday that his ministry has
sought suggestions from all state govern-
ments on the need to amend the law for ease
of doing business and promote investment.
He chaired a meeting of all state food and
consumer affairs ministers and secretaries.

An official said there is a dire need to
change some of the provisions as for almost
all offences, there is a jail term — minimum
three months and maximum seven years.
This is over and above the fines that offend-
ers need to pay. The Act also has provision for
confiscating the stored items and seizing go-
down and vehicles carrying such stuff. In
some cases, even the seized property can be
forfeited to the government. The law empow-
ers court to bar a repeat offender from carry-
ing on any business on the particular com-
modity for at least six months. “After getting
feedback from states, we will submit it to Niti
Aayog committee under Maharashtra CM
Devendra Fadnavis,” said an official. 

The panel under Fadnavis was set up in
July at Niti Aayog meeting to suggest policy
interventions in the agriculture sector in-
cluding the required changes in the EC Act.
Though initially the think tank had mooted
the proposal to take out all agriculture pro-
duce out of the EC Act, it was felt that the law
has proved effective in taming prices of
many food items on several occasions. 

Stiff fines to replace
jail terms in Essential

Commodities Act
Subhro.Niyogi@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Passengers travelling by
the late morning SpiceJet flight to
Mumbai on Tuesday had a torrid
time when attendants refused the use
of washroom for better part of the 3-
hour journey. The reason: the seat
belt sign was on all through the flight
save for a brief period after takeoff.

After the flight — SG 6422 — took
off at 11.55am and gained
altitude, the seat belt sign
was switched off. But it
was switched on within
30-35 minutes as the
plane experienced turbu-
lence. That was before
the crew began service.

The first signs of rest-
lessness among passen-
gers started showing
around an hour into the flight.
Though the turbulence was no long-
er apparent, the seat belt sign stayed
put. When an elderly passenger
went to use the bathroom, he was es-
corted back to the seat by the crew.

The minutes ticked by and then

another hour. “There were intermit-
tent periods of turbulence but also
lengthy periods of relative calm. We
had expected the sign to be switched
off but it wasn’t,” said an irate pas-
senger after the flight.

In the latter half of the flight, near-
ly everyone’s gaze was transfixed on
the overhead seatbelt sign. Whenever
anyone tried to make a dash to the res-
troom, the head attendant announced

over the aircraft public
address system: “Kindly
remain seated. The use of
washroom is not permit-
ted till the seat belt sign is
switched off.”

A SpiceJet spokesper-
son said the sign had been
switched on to restrict
movement of passengers
as the flight was experi-

encing turbulence during cruise. An
airline industry expert though said
airlines did allow restroom use in
emergency. “Unless there is extreme
turbulence or it is directlyafter take-
off or before landing, use of restroom
is permitted,” an airline veteran said. 

‘Turbulence’ stops access
to loo on Kol-Mum flight

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Bhopal: Chief minister
Kamal Nath on Tuesday
summoned minister for
forests Umang Singhar,
who accuses party veteran
Digvijaya Singh of trying
to “sabotage” the govern-
ment and “running it from
behind the curtains”.

Singhar, however, kept
up his attack on Diggy Raja,
calling him a “blackmail-
er”, and questioning his
persistent attacks on BJP-
RSS combine. “Why does
Digvijaya Singh give state-
ments that harm Congress?
Why does he speak on ‘Hin-
du-terrorism’ and say that
BJP and Bajrang Dal are

spying for Pakistan?” Sing-
har asked. He was referring
to Digvijaya’s allegation
that “BJP and Bajrang Dal
are taking money from Pa-
kistan’s ISI”. The former
CM had also said that more
non-Muslims are involved
in spying for Pakistan than
Muslims.

Singhar, who is said to
be among the contenders
for PCC chief post, on
Tuesday called Digvijaya
“number one blackmail-
er”. “What business isn’t
he involved in, from sand-
mining to liquor? Why is
Digvijaya Singh so hungry
for money? At his age, he
should be singing bha-
jans,” Singhar said.

Minister on warpath now
calls Diggy ‘blackmailer’

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Chief election
commissioner Sunil Aro-
ra on Tuesday took charge
as chairman of Association
of World Election Bodies
(AWEB), a multilateral plat-
form for election manage-
ment bodies from
across the world to
share best electoral
practices. The CEC
will serve a two-year
term till2021.

Convening the
general assembly as the
new chairman of AWEB,
Arora noted that the very
preamble of AWEB charter
mentions the need to streng-
then cooperation among
EMBs for the purpose of en-
suring a credible electoral
process in the world; com-
mitting to promote condi-

tions conducive to free, fair,
transparent and participa-
tive elections and to the de-
velopment of a democratic
culture in the world; pro-
moting gender equality and
the inclusion of people with
disabilities and other mar-
ginalised communities in

the electoral proc-
ess. More than 110
delegates from 45
countries attended
the meeting held in
Bengaluru.

Arora said ECI
looks forward to further
strengthening its interac-
tion and partnership with
AWEB secretariat and
member EMBs in promot-
ing the activities of the
group. He thanked the mem-
bers for the trust and confi-
dence reposed in the Elec-
tion Commission of India.

CEC takes charge as chief
of world election body

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 

LEGAL TANGLE

The SC bench hearing the Ayodhya case on Tuesday sought
response from 88-year-old retired government servant 

N Shanmugam on a petition filed by senior advocate Rajeev
Dhavan seeking initiation of contempt proceedings against him
for writing a letter cursing him with physical disabilities for
appearing against deity Ram Lalla. Dhavan’s counsel Kapil Sibal
did not have to argue the petition as the CJI-led bench issued
notice to Shanmugam and sought his response in two weeks. TNN

SC sends notice to 88-year-old retired
govt servant on Dhavan’s contempt plea

CHILD LIFTING 
RUMOURS
FUEL MOB VIOLENCE

Attacks: At least 148
Deaths: 8
Injured: 135
Arrests: 301
WORST-HIT STATES (Attacks)
Uttar Pradesh

Madhya Pradesh

Jharkhand

57

55

17

(All figures since Aug 1, 2019)

Source: Media reports

Woman shooter attacked
me, says Muslim litigant 

Flyers couldn’t use the
washroom for better part
of the 3-hour journey
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6 6An integrated Engineering &
Construction Company

comparable with the best in the
f ield of infrastructure sector. "

T

2017-18 to T 4075 Cr. in 2018-19. The profit before tax and profit Order Book Corporate Governance
after tax for the year 2018-19 were T 615 Cr.

o
and T 445 Cr. Your Company has secured orders worth T 7635 Cr. during Your company is implementing the tenets of Corporate Governancerespectively registering an increase of 16.04 % and 14.69/0 2018-19. As on 31' March, 2019, the order book value stood at in letter and spirit. Your company accords highest importance torespectively over the previous year, T 33 ,901 Cr.. After the close of the year, the Company has secured transparency, accountability and equity in all facets of its

On a consolidated basis , your Company has recorded an income of one new foreign project in Sri Lanka from Sri Lankan Railways operations.
a 

Z 4990 Cr. during the financial year ended 31' March 2019 and under the Ministry of Transport and Civil Aviation , Government of CS R & SUStalnabiI I!){ achieved a consolidated Net Profit of T 450.07 Cr. for the said Sri Lanka for Up-gradation of Railway Line from Maho to Omanthai 
ty

financial year. under Indian Line ofCredit , Track Rehabilitation and ancillaryworks During the year , your company has spent T8.75 Cr . towards various
As per financial results for the first quarter ended 30 .06.2019, at a value of USD 91 .27 M illion (equivalent to approx . IN R 635 Cr.). CSR activities in promoting flagship programmes like Skill India ,
IRCON has recorded revenue from operations of T1121 aore In this project, IRCON will upgrade single line broad gauge track Digital India , Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan , Swachh Bharat , Namami
representing a growth of 59% over first quarter of the last year from Maho-Omanthaiofar ound128km length including associated Gange etc. and areas like gender equality and women

Excerpts of the Speech of which was T 704 crore. PATforthe QlFY20 hasgone up by 78% to infrastructure works . The project was awarded at the end of April empowerment, environment sustainabiliry, employment enhancing

S H R I S U N I i KR . C HAU D HARY T 141 crore as compared to T 79 crore in Q1 FY19 after adjusting 2019 and is to be completed within 36 months. The projact is vocational skills, welfare activities for SCIST /OBCs, minorities and

onetime tax refund amounting to T 84 crore . Railway projects financed through EXIM Bank of India as per Indian Lines ofCredit . women , etc.

remained the focus area where the company has achieved revenue Recognitions AcknowledgementChairman $ Managing Director of T 830 crore with a growth of 41 % over corresponding period in I express my gratitude to our esteemed shareholders , myThe rating of the Company under the Memorandum of Understanding
in 43`d Annual General Meeting FY19 . for the year 2017-18 signed with the Ministry of Railways has been colleagues on the Board of Directors and to the Chairman ,

Dividend ' Excellent. The Company expects to achieve 'Excellent' rating for Members and Officers of the Railway Board, for their valuable

I am pleased to inform that the Board of Directors of IRCON ' s has the year2018- 19 also. Your company has signed MOU for FY2019- support , advice and co-operation and the unstinted support and

recommended a final dividend of T10.825 per share for the year 20 with the Govemment of India for setting performance target for trust placed in the Company and look forward to their continued
Y excellent rating showing Revenue from Operations ofT52000r.. support Ia m a lso thankful fo

, other 
whole-hearted support received

Dear Shareholders , ended 31" March 2019. This is in addition to the already paid an from the Government of India , other Ministries and Departments of
It gives me immense pleasure to welcome you all , on behalf of the interim dividend ofT10.72 per share in the month of February, 2019 . Way Forward Government of India , Financial Institutions , Banks , Comptroller &
Board of Directors, to the 43" Annual General Meeting of your With this, the total dividend (including Dividend Distribution Tax) for With the Government proposing to increase spending in Railways , Auditor General of India (C&AG), Statutory Auditors , Cost Auditors
Company . This has been a landmark year in the history of the the year 2018-19 would sum up to T 202 .63 Cr., which is 215 .45 /o highways and other infrastructure sectors, IRCON is geared up to and Secretarial Auditors. I would like to express my sincere and
IRCON as your Company has achieved two major milestones. on the paid-up equity share capital and 45 .57%ofthe post-tax profits. under take turnkey projects under new project execution models heartiest thanks to Department of Investment and Public Asset
Firstly, we successfull y completed the exercise of listing of shares The Company also plans to increase public shareholding to at least such as EPC / HAM and Annuity in the Railways , Highways and Management (DIPAM), Security and Exchange Board of India
at BSE &NSE in September 2018 with overwhelming investor 's 25% in near future as part of Minimum Public Shareholding (MPS) other infrastructure projects including implementation of Mumbai- (SEBI), Stock Exchanges , i .e. National Stock Exchange of India
response ; secondly, your Company has earned highest ever norms prescribed as a continuous listing requirement Ahmedabad High Speed Rail Corridor with Japanese funding and Ltd. and BSE Ltd . and Registrar of Companies (ROC) for their
income of T 4680 Cr. and operating turnover of T 4415 Cr. , on a under Securities Contract (Regulations) Rules , 1957. other projects to be bid out on EPC and DBFOT basis.On the guidanceand support throughout the IP0process.
standalone basis, with improved profitability and highest order Operational Performance international front, IRCON has proved to be extremely competitive I , on behalf of the entire Board of Directors , sincerely place my
book . Your company has ranked among top500listedcompaniesin in foreign projects in the past in Bangladesh , Sri Lanka & South appreciation for the good work done by all the employees at all
India in terms of market capitalization as on 31' March , 2019. It is a matter of pride that as of March 31 , 2019 , your Company has Africa and shall continue efforts to secure more projects in these levels of the Company for their commitment and hard work that has
I am delighted to highlight that IRCON has been ranked amongst made tremendous progress over the years and so far completed countries. Opportunities also exists for undertaking turnkey helped in delivering another successful year forthe Company.
the Top 500 Indian Companies ; Top 50 most profitable PSUs in 128 projects in 24 countries across the globe , and 383 projects in Railway projects on Government to Government basis with Ministry I look forward to your continued support in this jour ney and I amIndia. During the Financial year 2018-19, IRCON has successfully of Transport , Malaysia.India; the Top 10 best performing PSUs on the basis of cash confident that with its sustainable track record and global
efficiency; and the Top 10 PSUs on the basis of book value (per completed Majuba Rail Project in South Africa (secured in In the next couple of years , with a vision to almost double its reputation , your company will achieve new heights of success by
share) in 'Fortune India 500 companies list' published in the special November 2015 fora value of T 345 Cr .) for procurement of Plant turnover , the Company intends to focus intensively on further effectively harnessing the host ofopportunities and business that is
quarterly issue of December 15 , 2018 to March 14, 2019 of Fortune Design, Supply and Installation of Overhead Track Equipments , diversifying into various other segments where its presence is expected in future..
India Magazine. Traction Sub-stations, Auxiliary Power Supplies Substations . Bulk either non-existent or insignificant . In view of the healthy order book

Power Supplies Switching Stations and Signalling Systems. In the and huge investments taking place in Railways , Highways and 5d-Financial Performance domestic segment, IRCON has also completed three projects in other infrastructure projects by the Government of India , I am
lam leased to share with outhat the ratio income of IRCON New Delhi (S.K.ChGU OTY)P Y 9 India . This includes two highway projects on BOT model viz . confident that the accelerated growth of IRCON will continue in 3" Sept , 2019 Chairman &Managing Directorhas registered an increase of 13.47% from T 3891 Cr. in 2017-18 to Shivpun to Guna in Madhya Pradesh which gotcompleted ahead of years to come. The focus of the management is to ensure timely
T 4415 Cr. in 2018-19. The operating turnover from the domestic schedule and Bikaner to Phalodi in Rajasthan and one electrical execution of these orders with quality standards and complete (This does not purport to be a record
segment has reported an increase of 16. 46°/i.e . from T3499Cr.
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